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Featured Speaker and Panelists
Diane Paul, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, is the Director of Clinical Issues in Speech-Language Pathology for the
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA) and the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities representative for the Division for Communicative Disabilities and Deafness (DCDD) of the Council for Exceptional Children. She is co-author of Talking on the Go: Everyday Activities to Enhance Speech and Language Development (ASHA, 2007) and RTI in Action: Oral Language Activities for Speech-Language Pathologists and Teachers (ASHA, in press). Dr. Paul is an ASHA Fellow and has worked at ASHA for 21years. She serves on the Professional Advisory Boards of the National Center for Learning Disabilities and the Educational Testing Service—Speech-Language Pathology Praxis Exam. She also serves on the Executive Boards of DCDD and the Fair Access Coalition on Testing.

Brian Bartels, M.A., CAS, NCSP, is the Director of Psychological Services for Montgomery County Public Schools in Rockville, Maryland. MCPS has a student population of 144,777 and it is the 16th largest school district in the United States. Mr. Bartels is helping develop a training plan to introduce updated criteria for identifying students with specific learning disabilities. As a former director of special education, specialist at the Maryland State Department of Education, and school psychologist, Mr. Bartels has considerable experience in developing and implementing professional development related to Response to Intervention, identification, and instruction of students with specific learning disabilities.  

Brett Miller, Ph.D., is the Director of the Reading, Writing, and Related Learning Disabilities Program, which is part of the Child Development and Behavior Branch in the Center for Research for Mothers and Children, at the Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and Human Development (NICHD). This research program focuses on developing and supporting research and training initiatives to increase knowledge relevant to normal and atypical development of reading and written language abilities in people across the life span. Before accepting this position at the NICHD, Dr. Miller held the position of Associate Research Scientist at the Institute of Education Sciences, at the U.S. Dept. of Education. In this capacity, he served as program official for the National Center for the Study of Adult Learning and Literacy, the Mathematics and Science Education Research program, and co-managed the Cognition and Student Learning program. 

Karen Rooney, Ph.D., is Director of Educational Enterprises, Inc. and is an educational consultant who provides direct services as well as professional development. She conducts educational assessments and teaches learning/organization strategies to children, adolescents and adults. Karen was Director of The Learning Resource Center and The Attention Disorders Clinic, is a Past-President of the Division for Learning Disabilities of the Council for Exceptional Children, was a representative on the National Joint Committee on Learning Disabilities and was on the Board of the International Dyslexia Association. Currently, she is a member of the Steering Committee of the National Adolescent Literacy Coalition and is on the Professional Advisory Board of the Learning Disabilities Association of Virginia. Karen is presently doing research on Wordstorming and Reverse Diagramming, which are two literacy programs she has developed, and has recently published a book on learning strategies entitled Strategies for Learning, Empowering Students for Success, Grades 9-12 with Corwin Press. 

